
 

Please contact Jean F. Duff, Managing Director of the Center for Global Justice 
and Reconciliation, at jduff@cathedral.org or (202) 537-2178 and protest Khatami's 

visit. MEHR has sent the following letter to her:
 
Jean F. Duff 
Managing Director 
The Center for Global Justice and Reconciliation 
 
Dear Mrs. Duff, 
 
It is a shame that your organization has extended the former President of the Islamic 
Regime an invitation to visit the US for a speech. It is very sad and disturbing that the 
Ex-President of a terrorist regime is allowed to address an institution that is supposed to 
stand for freedom and democracy.  
 
The fundamental rule of international law states that a superior may be held criminally 
responsible for the conduct of a subordinate if he or she had reason to know that the 
subordinate was committing or planned to commit the crimes and the superior did not 
take all necessary measures to prevent or repress the crimes. This rule is reflected in 
international instruments such as Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, the draft 
Code of the Yugoslavia and Rwanda Tribunals, Convention against Torture, and the 
Rome Status of the International Criminal Court (ICC). Under these laws all states must 
conduct an inquiry when a person alleged to have participated in torture, is present in the 
territory of the state. If satisfied that there are reasonable grounds, the state must take 
measures to ensure the person's presence on its territory, and initiate proceedings to either 
try them or extradite the person to a state that will try them.  
 
Under this rule, the torture, kidnapping, political assignations, stoning, and executions 
that occurred during Mr. Khatami’s Presidency qualify him for being prosecuted. We 
urge you to honor your institution obligation to observe the international and 
humanitarian rules and don’t host the former President of a terrorist regime. If your 
institution really stands for justice, you should demand Mohammad Khatami’s arrest 
rather than honoring him. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
MEHR 
P.O. Box 2037 
P.V.P., CA 90274  
Tel: (310) 377- 4590 
Tel: (818) 831- 4938  
Fax: (310)377- 3103 
URL: http://mehr.org
E-mail: mehr@mehr.org
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