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FOR IMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
MEHR Iran Announces 

 Trial of the Islamic Regime of Iran 

Historic Moment for Iranian Community As Islamic Regime of Iran Will 
Finally Be Held Accountable For Crimes Against Humanity 

February 2, 2007 

 The Federal District Court, Washington D.C. 

 
Defendants (defaulted):  
 

1. Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjami (Former President) 
2. Ali Aakbar Fallahian Khuzestani  
3. Islamic Republic of Iran 

 
Plaintiff:            Gholam Nikbin 
 
Lead Council: Dr. William F. Pepper 
Case Number:        04 CV00008 
 
 
Time & Date:          9:30 AM, February 2, 2007    
 
Place:            Judge John Bates Courtroom, the Federal District Court,  
                               Washington D.C 
 
Contact Person:  Elisa Brown 
   MEHR, Public Relations Officer  

Cell: (310) 463-7930 
   Email: ebrown@mehr.org 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

Historic Moment for Iranian Community As Islamic Regime of Iran Will Finally Be Held 
Accountable For Crimes Against Humanity

 
MEHR Iran Announces Trial Date in Washington D.C. 

 
 

Los Angeles, CA (January 18, 2007) –  MEHR Iran, The Mission For Establishment of 

Human Rights in Iran, announced today that a trial date for the civil lawsuit charging 

the Islamic Regime of Iran (IRI) of torturing plaintiff Gholam Nikbin, has finally been 

set.  After 8 years of tireless effort, countless testimony, and compiling research, 

MEHR and its constituents are pleased that the IRI, along with its comrades and 

supporters, will finally be held accountable for torture and other human rights 

violations. 

  

The trial will take place on Friday, February 2nd, 2007 at the Federal District Court in 

Washington D.C.  The plaintiff, Gholam Nikbin, who served three years in jail for his 

conversion to the Mormon faith and for permitting dancing at his wedding, will testify 

against the absentee defendants, IRI, Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani (Former President 

of Iran), and Ali Akbar Fallahian Khuzestani. According to the plaintiff, he was whipped 

with an electric cable on his bare soles, flogged with a leather whip, and hung upside 

down during interrogation and punishment by Iran’s security forces in the mid 1990’s: 

tactics that are considered inhumane by international law and are consistently used by 

the Islamic regime of Iran against its citizens. 

 

“This is a historic moment for MEHR, the Nikbin family, the Iranian community and for 

humanity,” said Dr. Muhammad Parvin, President of MEHR and main witness for the 

trial.  “We have been fighting for this day long and hard, and are excited to know that 

our efforts will finally pay off. “ 

 

”Mr. Nikbin is one of thousands of Iranian citizens who have been tortured, buried alive 

to be stoned to death, hanged or shot after a sham trial which sometimes took no more 



than a few minutes.” said a MEHR member who has played an integral part in the 

growing Iranian human rights effort. 

 

The February 2nd trial is open to the public, and many Iranian-Americans as well as 

political prisoners who suffered under the IRI, are expected to attend.  For those who 

are not able to attend the trial, MEHR will provide a full report of details for those 

interested.  Immediately following the verdict, MEHR will host an impromptu press 

conference and informational session near the District Court for media, supporters, 

and the Iranian-American community.  Human Rights Advocates, including Dr. 

Mohammad Parvin, and Dr. William Pepper (well known for his representation of the 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Family in a wrongful death civil trial), will be on hand to 

answer questions, and to shed light on the human rights situation in Iran. 
 
About MEHR Iran 
MEHR Iran is a Los Angeles, California based human rights non-profit organization 

working for a democratic society and a system of justice for protecting universal human 

rights in world affairs, particularly in Iran. MEHR’s main objectives are to bring into 

focus the human rights situation in Iran; promote the importance of separation of 

church and state within the Iranian community; raise public awareness of the 

International Criminal Court and its importance for the implementation of justice. The 

organization is all volunteer based and has no affiliation with any political or partisan 

group. For more information, please visit www.mehr.org. 
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